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Reading Comprehension

This part consists of four passages, each followed by several related questions. For
each question, choose the most appropriate answer based on the text.

Text 1 (questions 1-5)

Attracted by the opportunity of finding work and faced with the restrictions set up
by American authorities, thousands of illegal Mexican immigrants try, each year, to
cross the border into the United States via the Arizona desert. While climbing over
the fence that separates the two countries is relatively easy, surviving afterwards in
the desert is extremely difficult. In 1999, a record number of people died while
crossing the desert, mostly due to dehydration and sunstroke, in an area where
summer temperatures regularly reach 43°C.

Efforts are made by the Border Patrol to assist those struggling in the desert. Last
year, it launched a search and rescue unit to thoroughly search the region for
immigrants in trouble. Acting in most cases on information from groups who have
managed to survive, the team has so far made over 1,000 rescues.

Generally, those found alone in the desert have been abandoned by “coyotes”- the
name given to smugglers of human beings, who charge thousands of dollars to lead
groups of immigrants over the border. At the slightest hint of danger, these smugglers
will abandon the weakest members of the group or even the entire group. The victims
are then left for days without water.

Those immigrants who are strong enough to continue, will usually travel only at
night, hiding during the day in the shade of bushes to avoid the sun as well as the
spotter aircraft of the Border Patrol. The law-breaking immigrants know that while
the Border Patrol is trying to assist them, its job is also to capture them, and they
would rather take their chances in the desert than be caught. The sheer numbers of
illegal immigrants trying to cross into the United States make it difficult to prosecute
those who are caught, and most of them are simply returned to Mexico where they
proceed to embark upon the same adventure once again.
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Questions

1.

It can be understood from the first paragraph that -

(1) the fence that divides Mexico and the U.S. is fairly effective in keeping
immigrants from crossing over

(2) many Mexicans who try to cross illegally into the U.S., do not
achieve their goal

(3) the desert that separates Mexico from Arizona provides an easy way for
immigrants to reach the U.S.

() most immigrants prefer not to cross into the U.S. over the Arizona border
because of the dangers found in the desert

The word “launched” in line 9 is closest in meaning to -

(1) concealed
(2) discharged
(3) established
(4) realized

According to the second paragraph, the Border Patrol was able to rescue people
mostly thanks to -

(1) the thoroughness of the search and rescue unit

(2) other illegal immigrants who told them where to look

(3) their experience gained from over 1,000 rescues

(4) groups of survivors who signaled that they were in trouble

According to the third paragraph, "coyotes" -

(1) can travel for days without water

(2) are not afraid of the American authorities

(3) are often found abandoned in the desert

(4) charge large amounts of money for their services

It can be understood from the fourth paragraph that immigrants who hide during
the day -

(1) do not want the help of the Border Patrol

(2) will manage to cross the desert safely

(3) are not strong enough to continue in the heat of the day

(4) are willing to return to Mexico rather than die in the desert
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Text 2 (questions 6-10)

Generally associated with the Aborigines of Australia, the boomerang is a curved
wooden stick, which when thrown correctly can return to its thrower. A scientific
marvel, the boomerang employs aerodynamic as well as aviation principles, coupled
with many laws of physics. It is all the more amazing, considering that these
principles and laws were utilized thousands of years before they were understood.

The commonly held belief that boomerangs were used as weapons is incorrect. The
Aboriginal people did use sticks as weapons but these sticks would hover along the
ground for distances of up to 200 meters, spinning at a tremendous speed, and were
capable of killing a small animal or crippling a larger one. Even though these sticks
had the shape of a boomerang and worked on similar principles, they could not return
to the thrower and therefore are not considered to be boomerangs.

Boomerangs were much smaller and lighter and usually their curve was more
sharply angled. Boomerangs were used merely for recreation, with both children and
adults engaging in games and competitions with them. Even though the boomerang
could not be used to kill game, it was sometimes used to help catch birds. When a
flock of birds was spotted, hunters imitated a hawk's cry and then threw a boomerang
above the birds, causing them to swoop down to elude the "hawk™ and to fly directly
into the waiting hunter's nets.

Today, modern technology has enabled us to learn more about what the Aborigines
discovered long ago, and to improve this device. For instance, the angle of the
boomerang's curve can be changed to create more stability in the air or to decrease its
speed, making it easier to catch. Using new materials also allows for more interesting
and varied boomerang shapes, such as that of a bird or even letters of the alphabet.
Yet all these boomerangs are essentially no different than the original Aboriginal one,
using the same complex principles which enable them to return to the thrower
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Questions

6.  The text is mainly about -

(1) why boomerangs return to the thrower

(2) how the Aborigines discovered the boomerang

(3) advances in boomerang technology

(4) the origins of the boomerang and how it has changed

7. According to the first paragraph, the most amazing thing about the boomerang
is that it -

(1) utilizes many ancient principles and laws

(2) was discovered years before people actually learned how to use it
(3) applied scientific knowledge that was not comprehended at the time
(4) is a simple wooden stick yet it is capable of flying

8.  According to the second paragraph, a stick that does not return to its thrower -

(1) was not used in order to cripple or kill animals

(2) is not a boomerang, even if it looks like one

(3) works on different principles than a boomerang

(4) was once thought to be the first Aboriginal weapon

9.  The word "elude"” in line 17 can be replaced with -

(1) avoid
(2) attack
(3) frighten
(4) assist

10. The main purpose of the last paragraph is to -

(1) explain that the boomerang needed to be improved in order to make it useful
in modern times

(2) show that though improved, modern boomerangs are still based on the same
principles as in the past

(3) explain that modern boomerangs are used for different purposes than those
of the past

(4) demonstrate how changes in the shape of a boomerang can affect its ability
to fly
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Text 3 (questions 11-15)

Rabbits were originally brought to Australia in the first part of the 19" century, by
the country’s early British settlers. Many rabbits established themselves in colonies in
the bush around Sydney, and - due to their relatively small number - they did not
cause any serious problems. However, towards the end of the century the rabbit
population began to reach epidemic proportions.

Once the seriousness of the rabbit infestation was recognized, the governments of
the Australian colonies began to take action. What was considered to be a remedy
was the widespread erection of “barrier netting fences”. These were intended to stop
the rabbits” advance, and confine the animals to the area they had already colonized,
thus giving permanent protection to the areas outside the fences. Although at first this
action seemed successful, the barrier fences were ultimately a failure. Firstly, they
were erected too late, as the rabbits had already populated the area beyond the fences,
and secondly, it was almost impossible to effectively maintain the barriers. A more
drastic measure was required.

Scientists discovered that the species of rabbit causing such devastation was
susceptible to a fatal viral disease, “myxomatosis”. By infecting some rabbits and
letting them loose, local epidemics could be artificially created. Later, it was found
that there was also a type of mosquito which acted as a carrier of this disease, and
which could pass it on to the rabbits. Myxomatosis was effectively spread all over
Australia, reducing the number of rabbits dramatically.

Unfortunately, it became apparent to researchers that the rabbits were developing
immunity to myxomatosis, and that their resistance to this disease was increasing.
Recent statistics indicate that myxomatosis accounts for an extermination rate of only
40% of the rabbits, and therefore shooting the animals is also being encouraged as a
means of decreasing the population. However, despite the measures being taken, the
rabbits remain a major problem in Australia.
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Questions

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Which of the following is not true of the first rabbits to arrive in Australia?

(1) they suffered from a disease

(2) they were brought by the British settlers
(3) they lived in colonies around Sydney
(4) they were not bothersome

In line 5, the words “epidemic proportions” imply that the -

(1) rabbits began to get sick

(2) rabbit population carried diseases that were spread to humans
(3) rabbit population grew drastically

(4) rabbits began to settle in big cities

The word “These” (line 8) refers to -

(1) rabbits

(2) fences

(3) Australian colonies
(4) Governments

The purpose of the last sentence in the second paragraph is to -

(1) question the conclusion reached in the second paragraph
(2) provide support for the preceding sentence

(3) summarize the second paragraph

(4) introduce the subject of the third paragraph

According to the last paragraph, it has been determined that -

(1) shooting rabbits is just as effective as infecting them with myxomatosis
(2) myxomatosis is no longer as useful in getting rid of rabbits as it once was
(3) 40% of the rabbits that are exterminated, have been shot

(4) the rabbit population has shown an encouraging decline
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Text 4 (questions 16-20)

According to medical experts, “economy-class syndrome” often occurs as a
consequence of long airplane trips in very cramped seating conditions, and is
basically a circulatory problem. This problem, commonly known as thrombosis, is
actually a blood clot. Recently, prominence was given to this complaint after a
28-year-old woman collapsed at London’s Heathrow Airport, following a 20-hour
flight from Australia, with only a single stopover. Tests confirmed that thrombosis
had caused the collapse.

Immobility as the cause of thrombosis was first widely diagnosed during World
War 1l among Londoners, who had been squeezed into air-raid shelters during the
bombing of London. In recent years, symptoms of this syndrome have been reported
by many airline passengers in economy class areas, as seating space there is very
restricted. Usually, complaints are made after very long flights.

While there are disputes about the exact number of documented cases, the potential
for circulatory problems caused by immobility is great enough for airlines to pay
serious attention to this issue. This is evidenced by the Airspace Medical
Association’s recently released booklet, offering useful tips for air travelers,
including how to prevent thrombosis on long flights.

According to aviation experts, there are additional flight-related medical problems
which are often overlooked. For instance, where there is overcrowding and the
aircraft is poorly ventilated, there exists a greater likelihood of the spread of
infectious diseases. Also, medical experts have pointed out that travelers with pre-
existing conditions of thrombosis would be at greater risk of incurring complications
following long flights. In such cases though, airlines could not be held responsible.
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Questions

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

According to the first paragraph, what is “economy-class syndrome”?

(1) The term often used for long airplane flights
(2) A circulatory problem called thrombosis

(3) The lack of space on airplanes

(@) A condition medical experts do not understand

It can be understood from the second paragraph that Londoners developed
thrombosis during World War 1l —

(1) even though medical conditions in air-raid shelters were excellent
(2) but doctors were unable to diagnose it

(3) because they were unable to move about in air-raid shelters

(4) due to fear and anxiety of being bombed

It can be understood from the text that the Airspace Medical Association is
concerned that —

(1) there may be many medical conditions of which they are unaware

(2) people will become afraid to fly on long flights

(3) it will be unable to prevent thrombosis

(4) there is a likelihood of circulatory problems, resulting from airplane trips

The main idea of the last paragraph is that —

(1) there are other medical problems related to flying which receive little attention

(2) many diseases are spread on airplanes due to the crowded conditions

(3) airlines have hired experts who determine the risks involved in long flights

(4) people with thrombosis have a greater risk of being infected with other
diseases while flying

In line 23, “In such cases” refers to cases in which —

(1) complications that develop on long flights require immediate attention
(2) infectious diseases spread among passengers on airplanes

(3) people with thrombosis fly and then develop additional problems

(4) medical experts advise high-risk passengers not to fly
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